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Before we get to Lent and Easter we 
need to take this Sunday to recall 
the Epiphany of our Lord.   Though 
formally celebrated on January 6th, 
most contemporary churches note 
Epiphany on the Sunday closest to 
that day.  The early church celebrat-
ed 12 days of Christmas and that 
makes January 6th the day.  Epipha-
ny, also known as the manifestaƟon, 
was actually celebrated before 
Christmas Day was recognized as the 
day to memorialize the birth of Je-
sus.    

In the Eastern Orthodox Church the 
day of Epiphany celebrated the visit 
of the Maji, Christ’s bapƟsm, and the 
wedding feast where Jesus per-
formed his first miracle.  

So, whether you celebrate January 4 
or January 6 you are carrying for-
ward a long church history.  It’s a day 
to remember that Jesus was born for 
a reason.  He was bapƟzed and He is 
risen.  He will come again.  

Christmas Advent Memories 
  Phew!  It was a busy Advent and 
Christmas Week. It started with 
our collecƟon of Samaritan’s 
Purse Shoebox giŌs for children 
overseas. We nearly doubled our 
collecƟon from Christmas 2024.  

Christmas Week we celebrated in 
the Middle School on Christmas 
Eve night, and at the Church 
Office Christmas morning.  

Special Days in January & February 

n Kyle Dean Jan 5 
n Joe Berg Jan 8                                                  
n Sam Altman Jan 14 

n Greg Siegel Jan 21 
n Eric Dixon Jan 29 
n Grady Newton Feb 8 

If you aren’t seeing your special days on this 
page be sure and send the dates (not the 

year) of all the birthdays in your house and 
also your anniversary date to John Perry or 

Tom Lathen. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jan 3rd —Men’s Breakfast at 
Don’s.  

Jan 4th — Epiphany.  Commun-
ion, Food Banks Day.  

Jan 11th — Guest Pastor Clinton 
Sharp.  

Jan 18th —Pulpit supply Vickie 
Dean, 2026 Lay Leader.  

Jan 25th — TesƟmonial Sunday  

Jan 25th — Combined Charge 
Conference @ Moody 
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 News Roundup for January 
Tell Your Story  Combined Charge Conference January 25th at 4 PM.  Our church is a 

member of the Temple Covenant area of Global Churches.  For that reason, 
we are invited to a combined worship service and short business meeƟng 
to be held at 1st Methodist Church of Moody.  

Everyone is welcome to aƩend. AŌer worship the Moody church will be 
hosƟng Sunday dinner for everyone who aƩends. This is the Ɵme when 
each church budget and slate of officers for the new year will be officially 
recognized.  

Pastor Coffee Hour News. The Coffee Hour will be on hold in January and 
February as Pastor Tom gets acclimated to his new class schedule for the 
Spring semester. The tentaƟve plan is to renew the Coffee Hour Wednes-
day at 9 AM in March or April.  

Lent begins February 18th.  Our tradiƟon of “Drive Thru” ashes to begin 
the season of Lent will return on Ash Wednesday 2026. The ImposiƟon of 
Ashes will be offered near the Pavillion/Office from 7 AM to 9 AM and 
again from 3:30 to 6:00 PM. Ashes on the forehead at the start of Lent are 
an ancient ChrisƟan sign of repentance, humility, and mortality. They re-
mind us of two truths held together: 

•  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

•  “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” 

Children may receive ashes if they wish. You can wash them off when you 
return home, though many people will leave them on for the rest of the 
day.  

Our Good Friday service and cross walk will be April 3rd.  Easter will be 
April 5th with a Sunrise service at the Pavillion at 7:30 AM and a Commun-
ion Service at 10 AM in the Middle School.  

January 25th is our next TesƟmonial 
Sunday.  

This is your invitaƟon to share the sto-
ry of how God has impacted your life.  
We invite you to take a bold step for-
ward in your personal discipleship.  
Telling your story to your church family 
is an important place to start.  

Each speaker is given 5-7 minutes. You 
can do less, you probably shouldn’t do 
much more than that. We hope to 
have at least three speakers every Tes-
Ɵmonial Sunday. As this is wriƩen we 
have two. So, please consider if you’re 
next, and contact Pastor Tom for more 
informaƟon.  

We plan to do this every other month.   
There are no age restricƟons. You are 
never too old or too young.  

Dollars and 
Cents 

   For the Month of 
Dec. (as of 12/23/25) 

 

DonaƟons (Regular)            $      8,305.19 
DonaƟons (Building)           $       3.815.00 
           Total DonaƟons:       $    12,120.19 
Expenses                 $      6,987.91 
    Net:      $      5,132.28 
 
 

Checking Balance =             $    59,005.35 
CD Balance =                 $  151,470.14 
YTD Building Fund donaƟons= $232.042.00 
Bldg. Fund since incepƟon =     $526,461.43 
                                                 

Did You Know?  
The concept of a New Years ResoluƟon 
began 4,000 years ago with the Babylo-
nians, who used the Ɵme to forgive or 
repay debts. The Romans moved it to 
the beginning of each year. 


