@New Life

METHODIST CHURCH

The season of Lent launches our
preparations for the coming of
Easter.

Ash Wednesday is February 18th.
We will offer imposition of Ashes
to everyone on the 18th at the
Pavillion. Please come anytime
between 7- 9 AM or 3:30-6 PM.
Invite your friends and neighbors.
You do not have to be a member
of the church to participate.

The ashes symbolize a recognition
of our mortality and our seeking
out repentance for our sin.

The 40 days of preparation lead
us to Holy Week beginning with
Palm Sunday on March 29 and
concluding with Easter the follow-
ing Sunday.
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The Good Friday Cross Walk and
Stations of the Cross will also be
celebrated this year.

Holy Saturday, March 28 is a day
the early church often baptized
new believers. If you or someone
in your family is ready to be bap-
tized please speak to Pastor Tom
about a March 28 immersion or
sprinkling baptism celebration.

As we begin to focus more and
more events at our property and
the Pavillion, the Good Friday ser-
vice will be at the Pavillion
(weather permitting) and we will
have a 7:30 Sunrise Service on
Easter Sunday (again, weather per-
mitting).

Special Days in February & March

If you aren’t seeing your special days on this
page be sure and send the dates (not the

year) of all the birthdays in your house and

,/ also your anniversary date. (where applica-

~

ble) to John Perry or Pastor Tom.

O Grady Newton February 8 0O Carol Wright March 2

O John Perry March 6
O Steve Lazarus March 17

O Matt Altman March 31

O Sarah & Matt Altman March 7

O West Altman March 27
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i-i By: Tom Lathen

| know many of you have been offer-
ing financial support for the building

and property fund for months, and in
some cases years.

This month we are launching a for-
mal “Capital Campaign” with the goal
of clarifying our plan to break ground
and begin to build our first sanctu-
ary.

It’s a nervous, yet exciting time. Be-
cause of your generous donations
our property is now paid in full. That
expensive interest rate and property
mortgage are gone.

Now we need to focus and give
prayerful consideration of what is
next. It will be a blessing to the fu-
ture of the church if you sign a
pledge commitment. But either way |
hope you will consider that this rela-
tionship, like every other in your
faith walk, is an agreement and a
commitment between you and God.

God will bless your personal
decision.



News Roundup for February

Combined Charge Conference has been rescheduled for Sunday Feb 1 at 4
PM. Our church is a member of the Temple Covenant area of Global
Churches. For that reason, we are invited to a combined worship service
and short business meeting to be held at 1st Methodist Moody.

Everyone is welcome to attend. After worship the Moody church will be
hosting Sunday dinner for everyone who attends. This is the time when
each church budget and slate of officers for the new year will be officially
recognized.

Men’s Breakfast February Okay, here’s the thing, turn out was a bit light
last month (and the weather was pretty good.) We are planning to meet
Feb 7 at 8 AM at Don’s. PLEASE RSVP if you are planning to attend. We only
had four people last month, and Don made Pastor Tom eat a lot of extra
pancakes. RSVP to Don or Pastor Tom.

Pastor Coffee Hour/Class The class will resume Feb 25th at Noon in the
Office. The first four weeks will be a RightNow Media study of the letter of
Jude (New Testament.) Coffee is available and if you like bring a snack?

Winter Storm Recap Last weekend’s winter weather was a challenge to
everyone. As the storm approached Pastor Tom was thrilled to see so many
of you step up and offer help and assistance to anyone who needed it.

Like most Central Texas Churches we cancelled our worship service Jan.

— , , 25th and did a “live” devotional and prayer
’ ' time over the church YouTube channel and
Facebook. We had 9 families on the live service
and about 45 viewers throughout the balance
of the weekend. And Pastor Tom has since
said, “No, we cannot do church in 20 minutes
‘ every Sunday.”

Pastor Tom holds a Civil War era cannon ball to
demonstrate a point in a recent sermon.

Cents

For the Month of
Jan. (as of 1/26/26)

( Dollars and

Donations (Regular) S 6,722.80
Donations (Building) S 2,725.00

METHODIST CHURCH Total Donations: S 9,447.80
of Satado Expenses $  9,577.55
A Global Methodist Church Net: §  -129.75
PO Box 1322 Checking Bal S 63,279.23

Salado, TX 76571 ecking balance = A
aado CD Balance = $ 82,961.81

Meets each Sunday at 10:00 am with
Bible Study at 9:00 am at the Salado
Middle School, 1169 Williams Road.
Tom Lathen, Pastor (254) 899-5680

YTD Building Fund donations=  $2,725.00
Bldg. Fund since inception = $784,786.43
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Testify Feb. 8th

Testimonial Sunday has been reset
for February 8th (because of the
January 25th weather mess.)

This is your invitation to share the
story of how God has impacted your
life. We invite you to take a bold
step forward in your personal disci-
pleship. Telling your story to your
church family is an important place
to start.

Each speaker is given 5-7 minutes.
You can do less, you probably
shouldn’t do much more. We hope
to have at least three speakers eve-
ry Testimonial Sunday. As we write
this we have three signed up and
room for one more. So, consider if
you’re next and contact Pastor Tom
for more information.

The next one will be shortly after
Easter.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb 1—kick off of church fundrais-
ing campaign for sanctuary.

Feb 1— Combined Charge Confer-
ence @ Moody (rescheduled)

Feb 7—Men's Breakfast (RSVP
please.)

Feb 8 —Testimonial Sunday

Feb 15— Hebrews 2:14-18
(rescheduled)

Feb 18— Ash Wednesday

Feb 25— Pastor Tom Class on the
letter of Jude. 12 NOON in the
office.




