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The Message

Worship Passionately , Love Extravagantly, Witness Boldly

250 Years!

By Tom Lathen

Happy Birthday America. As we
recite the pledge of allegiance we
are reminded that the United
States of America was set out to
be, “one nation under God.” That is
why churches can and should be
happy to celebrate our nation’s
birthday every year.
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| pledge allegiance to the
Flag of the United States
of America, and to the
Republic for which it

stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice
for all.

For those who were not around for
the bi-centennial this appears like it
is going to be quite a party. |l was a
sophomore in college in 1976 and |
remember the pride all around the
country that year.

NBC did what was then, a rare live
report on festivities in Seattle.
Huntley Brinkley remarked on how
beautiful the Northwest appeared
even on those little bitty color TVs of
the 1970s. The first Rocky movie also
came out in 1976 and it too inspired
people to believe in the power of the
average American.
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Today we are confronted by so many
challenges it makes me wonder what
will happen, not in Salado, but in D.C.
and in the other big cities that seem
so desperate and divided. So, as we
look forward to iced tea and BBQ, let
us pray with thanksgiving for the
greatest country in the world, and
pray that God will keep our country
safe from harm.

Let us continue to be proud to be
one nation under God.
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Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around
your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Proverbs 3:3

July Sermon Series: During the four Sundays in July Pastor Tom will be preaching from the Old Testament Book of
Proverbs. The book of Proverbs is all about gaining wisdom. Most of the book is a collection of proverbs, or wise
sayings. We all love the gospels, the Epistles of Paul and the other literature of the New Testament. But part of what
is tugging at my heart is to dig further into the scriptures that guided Jesus and taught the apostles - the Old
Testament. If you cannot make every Sunday in July | have designed the series so each week stands alone. If you
miss a week, I'll be glad to share the text you at a later time.
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Forbearance

By Vickie Dean

Forbearance - core virtue of the
fruit of the Spirit. Forbearance -
self-restraint, tolerance, patience.

Patience has been a word/practice
tossed around a lot lately at my
house. Cultivating forbearance in
ourselves stretches us. The source
is from God not from our
temperament. God’s patience is
the soil from which all ours must
grow. Every moment of our lives
has been covered by His
forbearance — His refusal to give
up on us when we faltered (2 Peter
3:9). To live in forbearance, then, is
to mirror the heart of a God who
waits and hopes — not passively,
but faithfully. It's trusting His
timing even when our plans stall
and showing grace to others even
when they test our limits —
knowing His patient and gracious
love for us.

So, when impatience whispers
“give up,” remember: practice
grace; choose restraint; and mirror
God'’s character. The road is not
easy but it is doable!

GLOBAL

The second General Conference
of the Global Methodist Church is
next month. To illustrate the global
reach of the denomination the
conference is going to be held
beginning August 30th through
September 5th in Johannesburg,
South Africa.

One of the main tasks of this
worldwide gathering will be the
election of eight bishops who will
each serve six year terms. Bishop
Leah Hidde-Gregory is among the
24 candidates who have been
nominated from around the world
where Global Methodist
Conferences have been
established. Our Bishop Kenneth
Levingson is not standing for
reelection. He will continue to
pastor three churches in the
Houston area.

To learn more about the General
Conference visit the Beauty of
Holiness Conference website.

Pray every Tuesday @ 6:00 am
with others via Zoom throughout
the MidTexas conference. For more
details and the Zoom link visit
MidTexas GMC website under
events.

MidTexas GMC upcoming events:
The annual Women’s ANEW
conference, “Seen, Saved & Sent”, is
going to be held in November at 2
locations this year. For more details
and to register visit MidTexas GMC
website.

Aransas Pass GMC is holding a
Marriage Enrichment Weekend
October 9-10. Who attends a
Marriage Enrichment Weekend?
Marriage enrichment weekends are
designed for:
¢ healthy marriages wanting to
grow
« tired marriages needing a reset
¢ long-married couples wanting
to rekindle connection
* newlyweds wanting to build
strong habits
They are not designed for:
e marriages in crisis
* situations involving abuse
¢ couples needing clinical therapy
Healthy marriages don't happen by
accident — they grow through
intention, grace, and time together.
A weekend away can be the spark
that renews joy, communication,
and spiritual connection. To register,
or just get more information
contact Lisa Putnam at the church
Icputnam66@gmail.com

Mark vour calendars

July 5 T Sunday of the Month

July 11 Men'’s Breakfast; RSVP Tom or Don @ 8:00 am

July 12 Church Council Meeting
August 10 NL Women @ 5:00 pm
August 16 Pulpit Supply - Vickie
Sept. 20 Testimonial Sunday

Council News:

e Approved to purchase the water meter which is the
next step in getting water to the property and

buildings

e AED equipment. Gary applied for a grant which helps

lower the cost.

e A new soundboard and wireless mics are being

purchased

» A parking lot was installed to hold about 30-35
vehicles which will also have 2-3 handicap spots

e One classroom is ready with the conference table
from the church office building.
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July 6

Elaine Herrick
o Tim Bagley July 7
’ Jerry Herrick July 12
Jake Altman July 13
Kathy Lathen July 18
Howard Lufburrow July 18
) Shirley Cox August 6
Gary Richards August 7
Lynette Jones August 9
Katy Whitis August 15
Carolyn Connally August 18
‘ Jennifer Dixon August 22
Sandra Perry August 24
Margaret Blanton August 31
ircome Financial Reports
Donations & Gifts $9 146.06
Donations for Partable Buildings 1,250.00 Bank balances are:
g:::ﬂ;"‘:::mwm"im et Checking = $ 88,703.51
. ' CD = $155,098.00
o] A ’
praromiredi 0000 TOTAL = $243,80157
Total for Donations & Gifts $15,480.06
Interest Eamed 1.153.93 Total Building Fund Donations
Total for Income §16,633.99 (since inception) = $860,698.30
Gross Profit $16,623.99 YTD Building Fund Donations = $78,636.87
Erpanses Net Building Fund (After all expenses) = $211,899.90
Advertising & Marketing 1,365.00
Insurance 572.00 Total Portables Donations = $49,750.00
lHema & Matedals Purchased 4500 Current Total Expenses = $30,286.59
Meals & Entertainment 893.59
Missions 500.00
Office Supples & Software 3 . .
il o New Life Methodist of Salado
Fumiture 211454 1365 Williams Road
Total for 0|I'IO.I‘ Business Expenses $2,114.54 EVG ry SU ﬂday
e e e Bible Study @ 9:00 am
"f,jﬂ";H Jasas Worship Sunday @ 10:00 am
W:es ey 3.333.33 Tom Lathen, Pastor
Total for Wages $5,166.66 (254) 899-5680
Total for Expenses F Tom’s office hours: T/TH 9:00-12:00
Net Operating Income 54.203.31
Net Income 54,203.31

Follow us on Facebook
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